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window, and Mrs. Grant turned to me and made a low
bow. I mention the fact because, though we have two or
three tunes met, it is the first sign of recognition since the
day her husband left the Cabinet.

McCulloch called on me last evening, and regretted that
I leave Washington. Thinks I would be better satisfied
here than in Hartford, for eight years' separation from old
friends at the latter place have weakened and severed most
of the ties which once endeared the place, while here I
have formed new friendly associations, and am generally
known and properly regarded. There is much truth in
these remarks, and I feel that I have an ordeal and trial
to pass through for a few weeks to come which I would
be glad to avoid. Blair was here this evening and expressed
himself even warmer and more feelingly on the subject
of our approaching separation. I confess to the reluctance
with which I part from the people and society of Washing-
ton, where I have experienced unremitting kindness, and
especially from the circle of intimate personal and political
friends and associates with whom, through storm and sun-
shine, through trials and vicissitudes, in war and peace,
under two administrations, I have had many pleasant and
happy, as well as some sad and trying, hours. But it is
best that the brief span of life that remains to me should
be passed in the land of my nativity.

I have employed the week in preparation for my de-
parture, gathering up, with my wife and sons, our house-
hold effects and making ready to leave.

Yiee-Admiral Porter, who has charge and control of the
Navy and Navy Department, has, with great courtesy,
placed the Tallapoosa, dispatch boat, at my service, to
convey my effects to Hartford, when on her way to Boston,
which will save me much trouble and the necessity of
transshipment. This act of the Vice-Admiral is, on his
part, a recognition of friendly official benefits conferred,
and for which he cannot otherwise than feel grateful.
How far his liberality may be justified and approved, is a